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Blanche Barton’s original version of this book, The Church of Satan, was a slim volume, distilling
Satanism’s basic tenets and history to maximize accessibility. That book is long out of print, and
much has changed since its 1990 release. This dramatically larger book includes a foreword by
High Priest Peter H. Gilmore and reflects the depth and expansion of Satanism itself. Yet it’s still
just the tip of the iceberg. WE ARE SATANISTS details our more than 50-year history, setting the
record straight about the succession of leadership following Anton LaVey’s death, and treats the
reader to a peek behind the curtain at the accomplishments of many Church of Satan members,
written in their own words. The book includes many previously unpublished photos. NOTE:
Ebook readers using the index: your content is One Page Forward of where you land. Can't be
helped.

About the AuthorPatrick Sweeney is a certified master gunsmith and armorer instructor for police
departments nationwide. In addition to being Handguns Editor for Guns & Ammo, he is author of
The Gun Digest Book of the 1911 Vols. 1 and 2, The Gun Digest Book of the Glock Vols. 1 and 2,
The Gun Digest Book of the AR-15 Vols. 1, 2, 3 and 4, Gunsmithing: Rifles, Gunsmithing: Pistols
& Revolvers 1 and 2, and Gunsmithing the AR-15 Vols. 1 and 2. --This text refers to an out of
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This book is dedicated to our founder and original High Priest, Anton Szandor LaVey. Though so
much has changed since he codified his philosophy, Dr. LaVey’s guidance is revealing itself to
be increasingly vital and relevant with each passing day. I treasure the time we spent together,
savoring each smile, each silly joke, every hour of music he played, each wise word, every
moment as a precious twinkling gem. To my final breath, he will remain my strength and my
inspiration, my cherished love.
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Timeline1966Anton Szandor LaVey founded the Church of Satan1967First public Satanic rituals
performed1969LaVey’s first book, The Satanic Bible, was published1971Rituals ceased at the
original Black House in San Francisco; LaVey encouraged a network of internationally located
“grottos” as outlets for group rituals and other activities1974Grottos grew cumbersome and
contentious, were abolished1984Diane Hegarty left Anton LaVey, I met Dr. LaVey and moved to
San Francisco, mass hysteria of the “Satanic Panic” began1992Satanic Panic
fizzled1995Bowing to requests from members, LaVey revived the grotto system1997Dr. LaVey
died, I carried on as leader1998Memorial concert held for Dr. LaVey in New York City2001I
appointed Peter Gilmore to the position of High Priest, formal grotto system became obsolete



with growth of the Internet, Black House torn down2002I became Magistra Templi Rex, Magistra
Peggy Nadramia became High Priestess2006Church of Satan 666 event held in Los
Angeles2007High Priest Gilmore’s book, The Satanic Scriptures, published2008Walpurgisnacht
Hellfire Caves event held in England2009New Black House established in Poughkeepsie, New
York2015Year 50 events held in Washington, D.C.; first Devil’s Reign art exhibit in Fort Myers,
Florida201650th anniversary of founding of the Church of Satan, celebrations in Hudson Valley,
New York; Devil’s Reign II: Psychedelic Blasphemy2017Devil’s Reign III: Daikaiju!2018Devil’s
Reign IV: All of Them Witches2019Celebration of 50th year of publication of The Satanic Bible
held in Fort Myers, Florida

InvictusOut of the night that covers me,Black as the Pit from pole to pole,I thank whatever gods
may beFor my unconquerable soul.In the fell clutch of circumstanceI have not winced nor cried
aloud.Under the bludgeonings of chanceMy head is bloody, but unbowed.Beyond this place of
wrath and tearsLooms but the horror of the shade,And yet the menace of the yearsFinds, and
shall find me, unafraid.It matters not how strait the gate,How charged with punishments the
scroll,I am the master of my fate;I am the captain of my soul.– William Ernest Henley
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and Zoe, Warlock Enki, Robert Merciless, Adam Campbell, Bill M, Andy Howl, Reverend Entity
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ForewordA rising, roiling tide of stupidity, superstition, and hysterical intransigence threatens to
plunge our society into a new dark age of medieval beliefs and passions. This active embrace of
fear and ignorance is quashing the slow climb of science, skepticism and logic that have brought
us to technological heights beyond any seen earlier in our societal history.Human-crafted social
orders are inherently fragile, though some may lumber on for centuries of inertial stagnation.
Observers of the early 21st century are witnessing a resurgence of the witless: Flat Earthers,
Anti-vaxxers, and other exemplars of minds welded shut against facts. These morons evolved
from an earlier sort of fool, terrified that the turn of the millennium would cause widespread
collapse. Moreover, we have a revival of the rancid piss of the Satanic Panic, which had been
seemingly flushed in the mid-1990s. This time it’s been rebottled for QAnonians, and these rabid
lunatics drink deeply. Their stench is stultifying to all who reject the psychopathic madness
infecting conspiracy theorists. These cretinous hordes embrace an unbelief in the rational, the
sensible, the coherent. The collective cancer of accepting—and even worse, acting upon—
thinking that isn’t based in reality has led to this dire global condition. Theists who consider
themselves to be in personal contact with mythical, regulationist overlords, amongst myriad
additional tropes of toxic faith in beings beyond graspable reality, are a tidal surge washing away
what now sadly seem as ephemeral sand castles, erected by the few bold pioneers of the
rational as a means for understanding.As Satanists, our philosophy champions individuality—



our self-sovereignty, and thus there is a bit of a tongue-in-cheek sensibility to this present book’s
title. Satanists are not a collective, and the Church of Satan is not a community, not a herd, not a
gaggle, cluster nor even a murder—though perhaps we might briefly consider the leonine
approach to gathering called a “pride.” Accurately, our function is as an organic, continually
morphing cabal, and the commonly shared holding is a philosophy most properly and
blasphemously encapsulated by Magus LaVey with the adversarial moniker “Satanism.” There is
no need for any interaction; there is no group think. We are free to be highly selective with whom
our time is spent—that is completely the purview of each Satanist. The “we” of the title does not
refer to a monolithic block of clones marching in lockstep. No, Satanists are a wonderfully bizarre
conglomeration of outsiders who share a means for seeking self-fulfillment, having been clued in
to recognizing their nature by the deep insights of that canny Anton Szandor LaVey.Blanche
Barton has crafted this volume wherein she captures impressions of the many who have stood
forth so far to make a commitment to defining Satanism through their actions, and their
individual application of the perspectives outlined in our expositive literature. Barton’s endeavors
as a chronicler, an observer, and as a participant in wielding the concepts of Magus LaVey—her
companion, friend, and lover—will be amply demonstrated as you peruse these pages. You may
have even contributed a testament of your own efforts to live in these troubled times, or find that
you are reflected in the deeds and doings recorded herein. Or you may conclude that your own
trail is far from those you’ll discover here, yet still congruent, as Satanism permits many
structures to be built upon the firm grounds of its honestly human teachings. Magistra Barton
reveals, with unflinching candor, her adventures with The Doktor, from glorious victories to some
bitter defeats. You’ll find lies and rumors about his final days swept aside, and, as you absorb
what she offers, you’ll be caught up in her emphatic celebration of what it means to be a
Satanist.In these overly “interesting” times, we in the dark fane called the Church of Satan have
mastered means that future generations of Satanists might find to be both informative and
inspirational. We can gift them keys to open the vaults to what we may have protectively kept
amongst ourselves in an act of well-considered preservation. The perceptive of those-to-come
will note that there was a bastion, a sanctuary in which—while mindlessness held sway—The
Black Flame was kept intensely burning for that numinous fire called Reason. In our ebon
towers, citadels of logic too challenging for those whose consciousnesses lack the discipline of
clear thinking, we maintained that blaze, even when it might have been diminished to but an
ember, almost choked into non-existence by an exterior avalanche of impassioned idiocy. That
discipline will be understood to have been our commitment, our pledge, our pact. That we
Satanists shall have been primary in initiating such a future age is the legacy we are now
manifesting via our creativity, our diversity, our passions—our Satanism.Those inheritors of what
should be a more just and vital world will not be poised on the brink of self-immolation. On the
contrary, they will be prepared and eager to progress from the unique cradle of our respected
and cultivated home world to seize the very stars. Only our species’ comprehension of Nature
and ourselves can offer us the tools for fulfilling that future. When the inferno of Reason again



sweeps to preeminence in the landscape of the guiding forces of our coming society, that
lambent light will incinerate the tangled weeds cultivated by faith and belief—and we shall have
been instrumental in forging that magnificent destiny. May our descendants be enlightened,
leading lives of joyous satisfaction, as they at last possess a society manifesting our Is-To-Be
—“Let reason rule the Earth!”Magus Peter H. GilmoreThe Black HouseWitchcraft
DistrictHaunted Hudson Valley6 February 2021

Satanists live among us. That is a fact. I should know; I’ve been a practicing Satanist for 45
years, most of those in various leadership positions within the Church of Satan.It’s been said
there is a predictable cycle regarding the reaction to new ideas. The version attributed to union
advocate Nicholas Klein in 1918 is: “First, they ignore you. Then they ridicule you. And then they
attack you and want to burn you. And then they build monuments to you.” The reception of
Satanism has certainly run the gamut, back and forth along that continuum, during our 50-plus
year history. Founded by Anton LaVey during the dazzling psychedelic kaleidoscope that was
1960s San Francisco, the Church of Satan gained international press and celebrity support in
the land of Timothy Leary, Ken Kesey, war protests, love-ins at the Sexual Freedom League, and
celebrations of all things witchy, counterculture and groovy. After a few years, disenchanted
socialites began to give the Devil a cold shoulder when they realized LaVey was actually not the
shallow huckster they presumed him to be. By the 1980s, hostilities bristled as God’s warriors
mobilized, and made good money, fanning the flames of fear against an imagined international
Satanic criminal conspiracy. We weathered those storms, and the death of our founder in 1997,
to grow stronger in our convictions, and even more Hell-bent in our advocacy of rationality and
indulgence.This began as a simple rewrite and possible expansion of a slim book I published in
1990 titled simply The Church of Satan. It was written during the height of what has come to be
called the Satanic Panic. What we needed most then was a small, accessible handbook
describing a bit about the Church of Satan’s history, practices, and foundational literature, giving
law enforcement, counselors, and animal protection agencies ready access to our traditions and
ethics. But as I looked toward revising the book, I decided to include some aspects I didn’t have
time to cover in the first edition. Specifically, I wanted to relate the ancient and contemporary
roots of Satanic thought as Anton LaVey defined and explored it.Here you will find a chapter on
the various streams that feed our philosophy, along with several historical Church documents (in
the Appendices) containing original newsletters and rituals. Additionally, I wanted to include
many more valuable Satanic voices beyond my own, expressing how they have applied this
philosophy for their own strength and fulfillment. To address this, I sent out a number of surveys
for members to fill out, and many Satanists were generous with their insights and personal
histories. I decided to petition various academic voices to weigh in on why Satanism is popular
with certain people, hateful to others, and why most academics tend to disdain or ignore
Satanism as an emerging religious movement. As a final addition, I knew people would be
curious about how the Church has fared since LaVey’s death. With these expansions, what



started out as a simple revision and reflection on our first half century quickly broadened in
content and vision.For Satanists, I hope this book will be a celebration of our emergence as a
major religion. Not many people have the privilege of participating in the formative years of a
burgeoning philosophy. I trust you will be strengthened and further inspired by hearing
perspectives from your wicked comrades along the Left-Hand Path. This book will serve not only
as a history and inspiration for you, but can also be a ready resource for non-Satanists in your
life.If you aren’t a Satanist, this book is also for you. Don’t be intimidated by the cover, return it to
the shelf and walk away. Reading a book isn’t going to condemn you to Hell; any God worth his
salt (and your faith and adoration) shouldn’t be threatened by one little intellectual excursion. I’m
not going to proselytize to you; I respect your religious choices. I only want the same courtesy
extended to my religion. I realize there is sparse factual knowledge in general society concerning
what a real Satanist is (unless you actually seek out the plentiful websites, books, interviews and
podcasts—which many people feel no need to do). We are partly to blame for this. We are, by
nature, very private people, and agreeing with the Founders of America, feel one’s religion
should best be kept private, not paraded about in the public square. Religious differences tend
to divide irrevocably rather than drawing neighbors together, and humans often look for more
ways to disagree than to agree.A certain reticence is understandable, given the hysteria of the
1980s. Even in our post-Enlightenment, rational, industrialized world, certain prejudices are still
deeply ingrained regarding the Devil, with superstitions still firmly woven into the fabric of
Christianity, which remains the dominant religion worldwide. Some of us who are parents still
have concerns about child protective issues that might come up for us, should we be more
public. We get tired of explaining and defending ourselves. Our religion actively discourages
proselytizing, since most of us are disdainful of that aspect of other religions, seeing it as
invasive and often financially motivated. In most cases, it’s not necessary for people to
understand us, only to work with us or meet at infrequent family gatherings.There is no reward
for martyrdom in Satanism, and actual precepts against whining. (Rule of the Earth Number Two:
Do not tell your troubles to others unless you are sure they want to hear them.) Playing the victim
card is overused in our society, and Satanists generally are too prideful to wish to be perceived
as victims of any sort. We keep silent about our affiliations out of practical necessity, and don’t
let people know how much prejudice we feel from self-righteous Christians and others, even
when it materially hurts us.Silence only breeds further misunderstanding. Books, websites,
podcasts and videos abound—but how do you sort the authentic from the dross? If all you know
of Satanism is that we “worship evil” then you’re ill-prepared when confronted with an actual
Satanist on your block. You have concerns about our ethics and activities, and understandable
questions like: Is it safe to leave my children with a Satanist? Will they try to indoctrinate my
children at the sleepover next weekend? Do they really sleep in coffins? Are they responsible
adults who want to participate in our community?Chances are, you have at least one Satanist in
your daily life—your child’s teacher, a clerk at the grocery store, your best friend’s husband, your
coworker, your favorite veterinarian or Board of Supervisors member …. Echoing the evangelical



literature from the 1980s, we really are everywhere now. And there is every indication that, as
more people understand Satanism, many more people will be attracted to it. Yet, most of the
time when someone has a positive interaction with a true Satanist, she won’t even know it. We
cultivate invisibility not in order to cloak our international criminal activities, but because of the
negative reactions we get when we are enthusiastic about our chosen religion. How can the
general public be blamed for having a negative impression of Satanists if the only ones who can
afford to be public about their affiliation are the predictable head-banging, black-clad Slayer fans
(no offense, guys)?Consequently, most people don’t know what Satanists are like. This book
aims to change that. Not only will you meet some representatives of the diabolical persuasion,
you will see some historical context for Anton LaVey’s philosophy through some biographical
background on our founder, as well as an account, past and present, of our defining
organization, the Church of Satan.It’s time people see who we really are. Satanists have always
been part of communities, often in very productive ways: volunteering at animal shelters, vegan
information booths, supporting LGBTQ+ issues and women’s shelters; serving in the military, law
enforcement and as emergency responders; employed as teachers, hospice caregivers and
parents. We do these things not because it gets us heavenly Brownie Points with the Man
Upstairs but because we believe strongly in certain issues, we enjoy the protections of a civil
society, and we understand that cooperation makes things easier for all of us. Anton LaVey wrote
disdainfully about people wearing “Goodguy Badges,” doing perceived good deeds mostly for
the bragging rights of doing it, rather than from any authentic conviction. So, again, Satanists are
often quiet about any donations of time and money.I certainly don’t want to give the impression
that Satanists are “nice” people—we are still evil, at our very core. By evil I mean it is our
mandate to challenge the righteous, question all enthroned lies, probe the darkest corners of
human and scientific heresies and generally make most people uncomfortable. That’s what we
do. That is what Satan is supposed to do. We bedevil the self-satisfied, the hypocritical, the
intellectually lazy, and we demand the whys of all accepted prejudices and sacred cows. As
individuals we can be stubborn, selfish, opinionated, idealistic, condescending, elitist,
egotistical, argumentative, sexually perverse, impatient and eccentric. We also tend to have too
much fun.It is appropriate for this book to emerge at this time. Many of us are old enough to have
lived as Satanists for decades, showing it isn’t simply an avenue to piss off your parents. My
diabolical brethren and I interact in a world that is at best disdainful or dismissive, at worst
openly hostile to the set of principles that guide our very existence. We’ve applied Satanism
throughout our lives in ever-shifting contexts, to our great benefit, not just as a tool of rebellion,
but a philosophy for living a rich, life-affirming existence. As one of our members wrote, it’s the
only philosophy he’s come across that advocates “be your own boss” tempered with
“responsibility to the responsible.” We’re test subjects for a new religion; lab rats for Satan.Our
sustained philosophy comes from the integrity of the man who started it. He set down roots that
run deep into bedrock, anchoring us in practical wisdom and sinister inspiration. LaVey was
distinctly different from any forbears in that he was an articulate Black Magician. He was not



interested in gobbledygook. All occultists up to this point haven’t made sense. Fictional
characters were articulate; maybe that’s why LaVey drew so much of what he created as
Satanism from fictional sources because they could define and defend Satan’s position best. But
no occultists or magicians really have. Maybe they believed in keeping secrets through
obfuscating language, making endurance and deep contemplation part of the tasks of the
Initiate. Most likely they really didn’t have anything to sell and probably didn’t believe in magic
themselves, so they cloaked it in as many layers of nonsense as they could so their patrons (i.e.,
paying students) wouldn’t know the difference, would figure they were just not advanced enough
yet to truly make anything happen or even understand what their master was saying. From all
LaVey and other occult researchers have been able to discern, most magical “systems” were
avenues for exploitation of the gullible, ploys for money and sex from their “Initiates,” or a path for
ineffectual men and a few women to wield power over their tiny group of Chosen Ones. Or, to be
kind, maybe like the ancient alchemists, if they had any true secrets or what they thought were
true secrets, they shrouded them in layers of obfuscation in order to shield profundity from the
great unwashed (ala the Hypnerotomachia or Voynich Manuscript). In contrast, LaVey actually
had formulated a philosophy blending magic and reason. He had the wit and writing abilities to
communicate his thoughts and theories in a bold, refreshing way. Whether you are attracted to
Satanism or not, LaVey’s entertaining to read.In perusing some original Church of Satan archive
materials from our very first years, it’s exciting to read such vitality, dedication and hard work.
There was a synergy of inspiration taking place among the members of the original Magic Circle.
Anton talked about sitting down and writing the Nine Satanic Statements one evening in the
Front Ritual Chamber, listening to Rex Kincaid playing Chopin or Beethoven on the grand piano.
They had been talking, and the foundational precepts just came flowing from his pen. Satanism
has never been a philosophy that “evolved” over the course of the last 50 years, which is
somewhat unusual. It came to LaVey and others who were working with these ideas within the
Magic Circle pretty much as it stands now. He saw Satanism and the Church of Satan as a way
to wake people from their torpor—offering both the carrot (indulgence, life, rituals, power, etc.)
as well as the stick (fear, disdain, misanthropy). As Marilyn Manson wrote in his foreword to
LaVey’s essay collection, Satan Speaks!, “Despite [LaVey’s] cynicism and apocalyptic view of
society, he often hoped for a better world, or at least one in which intelligence and creativity were
applauded. I find more respect for humanity in his blackest humor than in the passionless
zealotry that perpetuates all other conventional religions.” There was remarkable cohesion of
vision from the very beginning. Anton established our general principles and practices early on,
and the rest has been manifestation, application and refinement through the years. There have
been no major points of grand revision. The philosophy is easily understood by anyone with an
open mind.There’s some organizational sausage-making related in these pages that no one
should ever see, early directives and instructions regarding those years of growth and how the
Church handled it. I include some of these documents to show the character of the early Church
of Satan, as embodied in Anton LaVey. It was a lot of hard work and fancy dancing. He wasn’t in



it for kicks or laughs; he had a vision of a lasting religion from the very beginning. He could have
walked away from it once the point was made, after the few years of fun and social outrage were
over. He didn’t.In The Satanic Bible, LaVey addressed the question, “Why call it Satanism? You’d
have more followers if you called it something less inflammatory ….” The truth was he didn’t want
more followers. He wanted a handful of cohorts who shared his vision. He felt that was the most
effective way to change the world: not by influencing great masses of people, but by affecting the
right people. As you’ll see in the following pages, LaVey had an opportunity to walk away from
what he started. He had been spending a lot of time in Hollywood in the mid-1970s, had made
many valuable contacts … at that point, he could have turned the workings of the Church over to
other people and gone on to screenwriting, acting, or directing. Such offers were made to him.
There were any number of people in LaVey’s shadow who would have been delighted to take the
reins, transforming the Church of Satan into an esoteric Satan fan club with different colored
Baphomets reflecting ranks and complex tests to pass. Or he could have lived up to the snide
suggestions of some, going in the direction of cynical exploitation: commercially-staged
performances of Satanic rites, exploiting his fame with product endorsements, even making the
organization into a franchised one, or any other means of selling-out for increased publicity and
income. But he didn’t do any of those things. He kept his hand firmly on the tiller until his death,
kept shaping the Church as it evolved, guiding new people as they came in, as the ideas
expanded and shaped the wider world. LaVey envisioned the long-term effect he wanted to
have, not just his immediate ego or monetary gratification. There was enough monetary and ego
satisfaction, certainly, but he never drove and exploited the Church’s name and imagery as he
could have. He never mercilessly “marketed” it as many milk original ideas now for more short-
term gains.Many poetic, creative philosophers and writers have contributed to that multi-faceted
adversarial archetype, Satan. LaVey, much like Milton’s Satan, loved Man—his potential, his
drive, his intensity, creativity, poetic mind, love, passion, unwavering humor, determination, and
imagination. Yet Lucifer is abysmally dismayed at man’s short-sightedness, apathy, cruelty,
potential for self-delusion, and blindness. LaVey was a remarkable man, gifted with two magical
abilities that remain throughout Satanism: music and humor. The philosophy he founded is
intertwined with strains of both of these elements running throughout. LaVey reveled in the
human trait that allows us to find the sardonic comedy in the worst of situations. That’s a gift
humans have that often gets us through the toughest times, as does the strength provided by
art, poetry and music. LaVey, because of his unique experiences and background, wove
together his vision of Satanic perspective as only he could have.With his blending of psychiatry
and magic, Anton also made clear two things Satanism is not, as he stated very early on in
Newsletter Seven from August 1969:1) LaVey never intended to destroy religion. “The abolition
of religion is not the answer, as religion acts as a theatrical, fraternal and social function. It also
supplies a guide for living, a bond of dedication to certain principles, and a vehicle for total
emotionalism. There is, however, no law that states that a religion must be based upon fantastic
lies and ridiculous fairy tales. What is wrong with a religion that is based on reality? Is it possible



that man cannot stand to see things the way they really are? Or is it a case of him being
discouraged from seeing for so long, because it was profitable for those who did the
discouraging?” (Portions of this newsletter are included in Appendix III.)What, after all, is the
purpose of a religion? It can be thought of as a group art project, pulling together the instructive
and inspiring stories that reflect a given time and geography. It is the sum of all of our hopes and
nightmares, a metaphorical language that a group of people agree to respect and be guided by.
Religion fulfills certain purposes:A) It communicates values and standards to a group of people
through metaphorical stories and role models;B) It provides a sense of belonging, continuance
and community through common rituals and ceremonies; andC) It provides ineffable sustenance
by allowing us an archetypal language with which to conjure forth greater strength and power
from within ourselves.Dr. LaVey intended his new religion to qualify on all levels, as a way to
guide and bind people together through common images and ethics. He also made clear (again,
from Newsletter Seven, 1969), that 2) Satanism should not be dismissed as mere hedonism.
“Hedonism is nothing more than doing whatever you please with no concern for others or the
consequences which may ensue. So we might be termed ‘Controlled Hedonists’—indulgent, but
not foolhardy.”By the end of this book, I hope you will have a more comprehensive idea of what
kind of person chooses to be called a Satanist. To keep you from getting the idea that I’ve
applied Satanism in my life in some abstract or selective way, and that most people exploring the
Left-Hand Path would be led, not into intellectual and artistic freedom but to a purgatory of sin,
lies, dissipation, lassitude and lawlessness, I sent out lengthy surveys to a wide range of Church
of Satan members. My goal was to assess how the philosophy is influencing typical Satanists;
how it’s working in the long haul. Through these quotes from and profiles of prominent, active
Church of Satan members, I intend to give real Satanists a forum to express how they have used
Satanism as a positive force in their lives.Without the Church of Satan, we would be isolated.
Many of us would be doing much of what we do on our own, but, together we strengthen and
inspire each other to constantly improve and refine as we’re challenged to do more with our lives
and energies. The Church has never stagnated—we’ve never had time to stagnate! Nor are we
so invested in our Luciferian heritage that we rest on our laurels. There is so much going on with
all of us … we’re not just a bunch of alterkockers sitting around at the end of the bar, banging on
about the good old days.There are those who have tried to fashion themselves as Satanists,
gaining public attention but falling far short of any true wisdom. In this book, I’ll only be covering
actual Satanism, as formulated and practiced by the Church of Satan. A quick cruise of the
Internet will show that, as with any large organization, we have had from our beginning a rotating
array of coattail-riders and imitators. As LaVey used to say, check the copyright date. We were
the first, and any “Satanic” or pseudo-Satanic groups are derivative, watered-down versions.
Don’t waste your time. They usually don’t have a clue about real Satanism, just want to cash in
on our symbology or whatever aspect of our ideas suit them. I don’t pay much attention to their
names as there is an endless parade of them, and by the time this book hits the shelves, the
players will likely have changed, but the rip-off game remains fairly constant.I’ve gathered and



expanded the material on the challenges of the Satanic Panic, specifically as we experienced it
on the front lines of the battles. If Satanism hadn’t had a solid foundation, that furor would have
destroyed it. Satanists were being attacked and accused of all manner of vile things. Truly, as
Nietzsche said, it made us stronger.It wasn’t just the Church of Satan holding things together—
we aren’t dictators and don’t have a stranglehold on our individual members. It was the strength
of the philosophy itself that kept Satanism from becoming confused, diluted or destroyed during
that time. There were enough real Satanists around to counter what was being said, and enough
literature and interviews in print for law enforcement officials and worthy counselors and
psychiatrists to know what Satanism really is, so it did not disintegrate in the maelstrom.So the
Church of Satan endures. As I wrote in 2013, “Our job as the Church of Satan is: 1) To continue
to clarify Anton LaVey’s philosophy, making sure it doesn’t become diluted or altered with the
passage of time and the inevitable progress of technology, 2) To continue to test and apply
Satanic principles of Greater and Lesser Magic in order to further manifest the Dark Lord’s Will
upon this Earth and discover what innovations will be conjured forth, and 3) To make certain
Satanism is understood enough by the general populace so Satanists are not harassed,
incarcerated or eradicated simply for being innovative, if perhaps eccentric, freethinkers and
heretics.”1LaVey showed remarkable foresight in much of what he integrated into the Church of
Satan. We have certainly always strongly advocated for the separation of Church and State,
though the recent “Protection” legislation (such as the Religious Freedom Restoration Act in
Indiana in 2015, the 20th state to enact such a law) is hardly what the Founders had in mind.
USA Today has claimed these new decisions create “broad license to discriminate against gays
and religious minorities ….” Of course, gay rights and religious rights are usually in conflict. With
Satanism, problem solved! Rights/equality for gay men and lesbians, women, animal rights, as
well as free sexual exploration and indulgence has never had to be an add-on or afterthought
with our philosophy. These concepts and practices are woven into the very fabric of our precepts
and history, from our inception. Many of our early adherents were gay, transvestite,
transgendered and others who were tired of being regarded as “deviants” in their own church
and wider society. Homosexuality was still designated a psychiatric diagnosis when the Church
of Satan began (which didn’t change until 1974). We don’t have to reach for a superficial nod of
“tolerance”—these are concepts of self-celebration, defiance and strength, which are evident in
our foundational writings.LaVey was also significantly ahead of his time in not encouraging
followers to gather regularly in a church building. As much as some of us dream of huge
tabernacles with Baphomets thrusting into the sky, that is truthfully an ancient, outdated model.
With the advent of the Internet, brick-and-mortar places are an unnecessary overhead,
especially when you’re marketing ideas, not products. Any group is more dangerous, mobile and
decentralized with altars hidden in our closets, or briefcases, or on our VR-enabled smart
phones. We were not directed by any fiction of a personified Satan to build grand edifices to His
Glory, nor to clothe the poor, nor feed the hungry multitudes, nor steal souls for our Dark Lord.
We are encouraged by our principles to live happy lives and achieve all we can. Our legacy is



not in our buildings or in our baptism rolls; it is in the many people who are benefitting from
applying Satanism in their lives.We need Satanism right now. Look at the disasters of religious
fundamentalism and political intolerance taking place currently on a global scale. People get so
twisted into their political and religious ideologies that they lose sight of simple humanity and
justice. One’s ideology should be a framework to reinforce your strength, purpose, to bring out
joy of life, satisfaction and celebration of yourself, of our glorious planet, and of those you love. It
should not be a lazy way to prop yourself up and avoid thinking, reflection and independent
evaluation. Nor should it create a box in which to isolate yourself. A safe haven under stress or
when you need to temporarily retreat to heal, yes, but never to build a solid, impenetrable wall of
“Us vs. Them.” That is scapegoating, constructing the evil “Others” which you have permission to
treat cruelly since they are by definition unholy, unworthy of society’s protection. That is one
essential reason we pridefully take the name “Satanist,” as a reminder of how language can be
manipulated to create enemies. Satanists are not threatened by other religions because we have
no “Divine Revelations” to defend. We don’t claim to have the only Truth. Humans are story-
telling animals that are inspired by different heroes, music, cuisine and art. These are the fabrics
we weave together to express our diverse cultures. And following Nature’s wisdom, we know that
diversity is strength.Satanists aren’t going away. For better or worse, the philosophy Anton
LaVey put together resonates and works positively for a growing number of people. So it’s best
the larger society gets used to finding Satanists among you from time to time. I don’t want you to
become a Satanist (unless you are authentically drawn to us), and I don’t care about your
immortal soul. This book is an effort to inform people who we are and what we practice, so when
you do discover one of us, ignorance and fear can quickly be replaced by … tolerance,
fascination, enthusiasm? Read on and decide for yourself.

“In nomine Dei nostri Satanas Luciferi Excelsi!“In the name of Satan, Ruler of the earth, King of
the world, I command the forces of Darkness to bestow their Infernal power upon me! Open wide
the gates of Hell and come forth from the abyss to greet me as your brother and friend! Grant me
the indulgences of which I speak!“I have taken thy name as a part of myself. I live as the beasts
of the field, rejoicing in the fleshly life. I favor the just and curse the rotten. By all the Gods of the
Pit, I command that these things of which I speak shall come to pass!“Come forth and answer to
your names by manifesting my desires!”CARDONE THE MAGICIAN:“I was 13 years old when I
read The Satanic Bible and it had a deep impact on my life because it made me realize what my
true self was all about, and what I needed to do to get what I wanted out of life … I don’t think
Satanism offers anything other than allowing me to be my true self. The fact that it is codified in
The Satanic Bible lets others see what it is and maybe discover that they are also a born
Satanist. This philosophy isn’t for everyone and never will be.”1WARLOCK SMOKEY DEVILLE:“I
was a strapping lad of 14 and discontented with my Catholic upbringing. I recalled seeing 10
seconds of television addressing The Satanic Bible. As this was pre-internet era, to satisfy my
curiosity as to what Satanism was truly about, at my first opportunity I purchased my copy, the



very copy I possess to this day, of The Satanic Bible. I read it in one sitting, and upon finishing
the book I felt as if I had read a book penned specific to the way I think. I remember thinking to
myself something along the lines of ‘What do you know? I’m a Satanist!’… I found the
acceptance that the universe is indifferent to us and the subsequent exaltation of the self as
one’s own god to be most valuable. Accepting ultimate responsibility for my own successes and
examining my failures has been most empowering.”Seattle, Washington—“OH HEAR THE
NAMES!”“Tchort!”The tall man acting as priest for tonight’s ritual takes the silver chalice offered
him by his deacon and holds it aloft.“Tchort!” shout the four other congregants in response. “We
drink deeply from the chalice the Elixir of Ecstasy as we likewise partake of the earthly pleasures
our Dark Lord shall bestow upon us.” While strains of Mussorgsky’s “Night on Bald Mountain”
play almost inaudibly in the background, the priest takes the chalice to each member. As he
circles through the small gathering, candles set about the velvet-draped room dip eerily in
response to a sudden chill breeze.PRIESTESS MM:“I found the part about being kind to those
who deserve it and not to waste kindness on ingrates to be very valuable to me because that is
how I was living my life already. I knew it made perfect sense …. What I feel Satanism offers that
is different from most religions is the fact that Satanists do not worship any deity, which is
something I always found dumb that a lot of other religions do. Also, most Satanists, especially
the ones I have encountered, are very strong-willed, creative, independent individuals who strive
to be the best they can be and put a ton of effort into all their endeavors. I like to include myself
as one of these described individuals.”MAGISTRA RUTH WAYTZ:“Satanism lacks ‘worship.’ I’m
no good at that. Also, Satanism is all meat, no filler. By starting from the position of ‘we’re not for
everyone,’ we don’t have to waste a lot of time on inclusion. You agree with us or you don’t. If yes,
that’s great. If no, that’s great too. We have a kind of shorthand, which I appreciate.”REVEREND
JIMMY PSYCHO:“This probably goes back to my ‘punk rock’ roots, but I never wanted to apply a
label to myself back in my younger days. I never thought of myself as a ‘joiner,’ so I never really
referred myself to any group or cause, even though I might heavily identify with what they
represented. I was determined to maintain my individuality. Ironically, it wasn’t until I joined the
US Army that I realized where I was and what I truly identified with. I had to be in a sea of
uniformity before realizing that I was a Satanist at heart …. To me, it’s the power of the individual.
We are our own gods.”DEVILMAYCARE:“The most valuable thing about the philosophy to me
was that it promoted the selfish pursuit of personal power and pleasure, tempered with
responsibility to the responsible. Realism without guilt. Satanism doesn’t chastise people for
feeling anger or lust for another person (something that’s completely natural) as do most other
religions. It also doesn’t deny magic or the need for dogma like atheism does. And frankly, it’s
fun! To me, ritual is a set of tools. And I use different tools for different purposes. Group ritual is
usually a tool to strengthen social bonds and to help stir each other to focused action. I’ve done
group rituals about once or twice a year for well over a decade.“Private ritual is done to create
change in the world (magic), and something I reserve for when I’m feeling heightened states of
frustration or sadness (not very often these days). Sometimes I will do a full-blown ritual from



The Satanic Bible. But I’ve also been known to do nothing more complicated than lighting a
black candle and making a wish whenever I’m moved to tears (I’ve found this to be extremely
effective).”Boston, Massachusetts—“Abaddon!” whispers the girl under her breath, looking up at
the gold-painted cross as she crosses the threshold of the church. She touches her Baphomet
necklace hidden under her blouse as she follows her parents and brother down the center aisle.
Her parents like to sit near the front so they can be close to the minister, an old friend of the
family. The girl smiles, nodding slightly to acknowledge the minister’s wave as he arranges his
papers on the podium in front of him. She slides onto a bench beside her brother, keeping close
to the end. She jokes about school activities with other kids before they all settle in their
seats.“Let us all bow our heads in prayer,” suggests the minister. “Dearest Jesus ...” The girl
bows her head reverently. “O Infernal Majesty,” she whispers softly, “condemn him to the Pit,
evermore to suffer in perpetual anguish. Bring Thy wrath upon him, O Prince of Darkness, and
rend him that he may know the extent of Thy anger. Call forth Thy messengers to proclaim this
deed, and send the Christian minions staggering to their doom. Smite him anew, O Lord of Light,
that his angels, cherubim, and seraphim may cower and tremble with fear, prostrating
themselves before Thee in respect of Thy power. Send crashing down the gates of Heaven, that
the murders of our ancestors may be avenged!”As the parishioners file out, the minister stops
her father. “You can be very proud of that young lady of yours. She’s truly one of God’s
blessings.”ORLAN PATERAS:“I have found that supernatural, or as is the better term,
paranormal, experiences are truly and purely personal events which mean a lot of different
things to a lot of different people. Supernatural to me is a term which is reserved for instances of
fantasy which are beyond and outside the natural. Since anything that exists is technically
natural, being within the realm of nature, supernatural is a form of fiction. Paranormal on the
other hand, or supernormal in some cases, are more appropriate terms I think for those
instances in one’s life where, it did indeed happen, but no explanation can be found for it having
happened. I have entered places, caves or wooded circles, where upon attempting to return they
were no longer there. I have seen things in the dark, shapes or images in the distance, and upon
approaching them seen them fade away or blend to nothing. But I also know that certain
scenarios and environments can affect our human minds in any number of ways, and that we are
incredibly fragile, fallible creatures that have a penchant for the imaginative and …
supernatural.“As a family man, I rarely have the available time to devote to ritual magic in a
theatrical environment. But as so often has been a staple in my life, I perform a sort of meditative
ritual in which I have vast reserves of imaginative creations, lairs and grottos, rooms and warrens
to retreat to and perform a working all my own. As I’ve grown older, I have found within myself an
ever deeper ability to direct my energy and focus my will around me into a space which exudes
the desired effect and follows me as I make my way through the day. When I can, I greatly enjoy
what I term traditional ritual magic, with cloak and cowl equipped, candles lit and blade bared
and these instances are incredibly potent, but they are done infrequently these days and I find
that the novelty gives it a particular power. I find it most effective, no matter which medium I use,



to do it as I have a need and a want. A working done with little to no will is not a working at
all.”PRIESTESS HYDRA M. STAR:“Satanism doesn’t promote the belief in bullshit. That’s pretty
different ... and the ones like humanism and atheism, that are low on bullshit, don’t offer much
else. Atheism is all about what the person doesn’t believe in. It says nothing really about what
they do believe or place value on. Humanism is much the same. It has no ritual or flare. Life
needs flare.“I was a high school senior the year Marilyn Manson released his Antichrist
Superstar album. Nearly every adult/authority figure in my life was concerned about me and my
friends being exposed to Satanism. This naturally meant that I took my atheist black lipstick
wearing self to the nearest bookstore to purchase a copy of The Satanic Bible.”COUNTESSS
(yes, she prefers three S’s) MORIVOND:“The most valuable aspects of the CoS philosophy I
found were the celebration of the individual, free thought, the importance of respect, and an
embrace of a more instinctual state of mind.“Satanism offers redemption from a world steeped in
the comforts of the crutches I consider to be the function of outdated ‘traditional’ organized
religion. It offers an opportunity to break free from the antiquated chains of self-imposed
oppression, fear and a reliance on anyone else for one’s own decisions. Atheists are passive
members of a growing movement that recognizes that as useless and outdated. I am a proud
Satanist, actively pursuing a stance that directly flies in the face of that tradition, and I actively
choose to stand out as a successful example of someone who questions everything and is
working toward something even greater. This is the first and most important effort one can do for
oneself: to become a critical thinker who in turn affects more positive, profound and productive
changes in the natural evolution of an intelligent and curious species.“I have literally dined with
kings, queens and generals, utilizing the tenets of the CoS organization to propel my personal
influence and success more widely, in greater fashion and with exponentially stronger strides.
Ever Forward. HAIL SATAN!”Somewhere near Mount Lalis—“Shaitan!” the priest intones, his
voice echoing throughout the musty depths of the subterranean cavern.“Shaitan!” responds the
black-clad congregation before him.“Bless us, O Mighty Prince of Darkness, by fulfilling the
requests we have just spoken. We have worked many years with you, our Infernal Brother, to
manifest our Will upon the Earth. Still there is much to be done. Strengthen us and sustain us,
Dark Lord, that we may further carry out your unholy plan.“All rise and give the Sign of the
Horns.” The congregants thrust their left arms forward to return the sign, first and little fingers
pointing out.“Shemhamforash!” shouts the priest.“Shemhamforash!” is the enthusiastic
response.“Hail Satan!” the priest invokes. A gong is struck near the looming altar cut into the
rough stone walls of the vast chamber.“Hail Satan!” comes the answer from the diabolical
assembly.SO IT IS DONE!Anton Szandor LaVey never expected to be the founder of a new
religion, but eventually he saw a need for something publicly opposing the stagnation of
Christianity. He knew that if he didn’t do it, someone else, probably less qualified, would.LaVey
saw there must be a new representative of justice—not an oppressive, patriarchal, white-
bearded God but a new human advocate. Someone who wasn’t removed from us and shrouded
in “divinity,” but who understood the torments of being human, who shared our own passions and



foibles yet was somehow wiser and stronger. LaVey began to realize that most of our progress in
science and philosophy had been achieved by those who rebelled against “God” and the
Church, or the dictates of conventional society. We needed a representative for that
revolutionary, creative, irrepressible spirit within us—not a Holy Father but perhaps a rebellious
brother.The single figure who fit the bill was clear to LaVey from an early point in his life: a deity
whose rebellious, passionate nature had been described, either in awe or fear or both, from the
dark beginnings of time. Satan, by one name or another, haunted mankind, tempting him with
sweet delights and enlightening him with blinding secrets intended only for gods. Satan’s
worshippers addressed him not as “Our Father” but as a compatriot who concerned himself
directly with the affairs of men and women on earth. He was one who could be petitioned for
powers of retribution and who gave deserved rewards which a divine “God” would never
understand. Instead of creating sins to ensure guilty compliance, Satan encouraged indulgence.
He was the single deity who could really understand us.From the early ’50s, Anton LaVey
explored some of these ideas, eventually gaining a reputation as a powerful black magician and
San Francisco character. Others who felt aligned with his philosophy gravitated to him, gathering
in his notorious Victorian “Black House.” LaVey wanted to establish something new. Not strict
doctrines awash with attitudes of blind faith and worship, but something to smash all concepts of
anything that had come before, something to break apart the ignorance and hypocrisy fostered
by the Christian churches. Something, too, that could free people to apply the black magic he
and his Magic Circle were using. Anton became convinced he was learning methods to harness
the dark forces which cause “a change in situations or events in accordance with one’s will
which would, using normally accepted methods, be unchangeable,” as LaVey defines
magic.There were little things at first—when he was running late, parking places fortuitously
appearing in front of crowded theaters, rare books or other items he had recently been coveting
suddenly falling into his hands through strange circumstances, people appearing on the scene
Anton had just been thinking of—as if they had been summoned. Could there be such an
increase in “happy coincidences” or was there more going on than was readily apparent? When
Anton expanded and refined his formulas for Magic Circle rituals and began achieving precise
results—professional advances, unexpected rewards, monetary gain, sexual or romantic
satisfaction, the elimination of certain enemies—it was apparent to everyone involved that Anton
had indeed tapped into that mysterious force of Nature.There was the magic—and there was a
workable philosophy to go along with it. A down-to-earth, rational philosophy that emphasized
the carnal, lustful, natural instincts of man, without imposing guilts for manufactured sins. To
break apart the crust of stupidity and irrationality fostered over the past 2000 years, LaVey knew
it was necessary to blast its very foundations. His ideas could not be presented as just a
“philosophy”—that would be too easy to pass off or overlook. LaVey would blasphemously form
a religion and, even more, he would call his new organization a church, consecrated not in the
name of God but in the name of Satan. There had always been a Satanic underground,
centuries old, but there had never been an organized Satanic religion, practicing openly. LaVey



decided it was high time there was.While there had never been a specifically-named “Church of
Satan” before, many groups throughout history have dedicated themselves to similar purposes.
In the mid-eighteenth century, Sir Francis Dashwood formed a group known as the Hellfire Club.
Several of the most influential men in England, at the height of England’s power, gathered
together for Satanic feasting, reveling and debauchery, at the same time shaping the destiny of
England and the American colonies. Many historians have minimized the group, saying they
were little more than fops and dandies, even though the then Prince of Wales, the Prime
Minister, and the Archbishop of Canterbury were included in their number. Benjamin Franklin’s
association with Dashwood and other members of the group helped lay the foundations for the
emerging nation of the United States. LaVey long maintained that, “If people knew the role the
Hellfire Club played in Benjamin Franklin’s structuring of America, or the secret beliefs of other
early patriots, it would suggest changes like: ‘One nation under Satan,’ or ‘United Satanic
America.’”Other enclaves of Satanism (fictional or actual) include 1) Rabelais’ utopian Abbey of
Thélème, as described in Gargantua and Pantagruel—less an abbey than a palace of perpetual
indulgence. Two Englishmen fueled the reality of the fictional Abbey in Besant and Rice’s 1878
novel, The Monks of Thelema, in which the hero, Alan Dunlop, tries to establish a 19th century
Abbey of Thelema in England. Aleister Crowley no doubt later became obsessed with the idea,
and tried to fulfill Dunlop’s role, receiving a revelation concerning the “Law of Thelema” in 1904,
finally establishing his own Abbey near Cefalu, Sicily, in 1920, even adopting the motto Rabelais
invented for his monks: “Do what thou wilt” (“Fait ce que Voudras”—a motto Sir Francis
Dashwood had already adopted for his Abbey at Medmenham); 2) A group of Hollywood actors
and writers in the 1930s, including John Barrymore, W.C. Fields, Ben Hecht and Gene Fowler,
who took on the names of dark deities and forthrightly paid homage to Satanic forces; 3) The
notorious Black Order between the wars in Germany; and 4) The Fortean Society, a group of
skeptics gathered around Charles Fort, master compiler and investigator of strange phenomena,
in the 1930s and ’40s, several members of which later became part of LaVey’s Magic
Circle.Anton knew the date upon which the first Church of Satan must be established. It would
have to be during the traditional night of the most important demonic celebration of the year,
when witches and devils roam the earth, orgiastically glorifying the fruition of the Spring equinox:
Walpurgisnacht, the night of April 30th-May 1st.Long before LaVey settled on the appropriate
date for inaugurating this new Age of Fire, he celebrated Walpurgisnacht as one of four major
soirees he held throughout the year (the other three being Halloween, Midsummer’s Eve and
New Year’s Eve). It has always been a significant day for LaVey since several Satanic
coincidences have occurred on Walpurgisnacht: the anniversary of the battle of Camerone, the
French Foreign Legion’s highest holiday; the formal birthdate of commercial television,
broadcast at the New York World’s Fair in 1939; Adolf Hitler’s underground bunker suicide in
1945; and eventually the death of LaVey’s lion Togare in 1981.LaVey shaved his head as part of
a formalized founding ritual, in the tradition of medieval executioners, carnival strongmen, and
black magicians before him, to gain personal power and enhance the forces surrounding his



newly-established Satanic order. It was an enactment and an allusion to the end of Samuel
Taylor Coleridge’s “Kubla Khan,” an incantation rejecting the Holy Trinity and the spiritual life in
favor of one devoted to Hell and material pursuits.Shaving the head is also traditional to the
Yezidi devil worshippers as a rite of passage the emerging adept must perform. A razor is
washed in the waters of Zamzam, the subterranean well of Islam said to be the point of origin for
underground streams flowing under the Seven Towers of Satan. The caverns beneath the
Towers are supposedly tributaries leading to the place of the Satanic Masters, known as
Shamballah, or Carcosa. The razor is employed to shave the magician’s head. Thus, shorn of his
locks, he leaves the world of the descendants of Adam behind him. To make the ritual complete,
LaVey declared 1966 Year One, Anno Satanas—the first year of the reign of Satan.The Council
of Nine, following the dictates of the Nine Unknown, was established throughout the world. Many
significant writers have obliquely referred to this mysterious cabal—Shakespeare, John Dryden,
Talbot Mundy, Richard Johnson—an archetypal formation which is reflected in the nine
members appointed to sit in positions of absolute authority on the United States Supreme Court.
The new Age of Fire had been inaugurated, and though the ceremony on Walpurgisnacht, 1966,
was a highly personal, private one, LaVey would soon feel the tremors it was to produce.If LaVey
can be likened to a modern-day Prometheus, he lived to see the results of bringing the fire of
searing rationality to mainstream society. To catch up to the technology we have created,
mildewed social, psychological, even parapsychological constraints had to be jettisoned quickly.
But what happens when an elitist philosophy is given over into the hands of the many, who
would rather take the “indulgence” and leave “responsibility?” Satanism smashes all dogmas
and provides freedom, but most people don’t understand necessary balances of justice,
abstracts of truth, right and wrong, the inevitability of consequences. For unstable minds locked
into a Christian framework, the Satanic attitude can provide limitless license. They need the
comfort of dogma, Ten Commandments and clearly-defined sins. LaVey’s philosophy, as
delineated in his 1969 “Demonic Manifesto,” The Satanic Bible, releases all the demons of a self-
directed mind and will into an unsuspecting, unprepared world. It is a dangerous book in the
wrong hands. It gives people exactly what they want—and more.
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Schtupp, “A captivating and entertaining read!. Anton Szandor Lavey was the straight dope. The
real thing. Anyone who was fortunate to even briefly speak with him was immediately struck with
the magnitude of what he "didn't say." His eyes spoke volumes.In today's world of instant fake
occultists and attention seeking buffoons, anything Anton Lavey wrote was, and still is, light
years ahead of anything else out there in its clarity, entertainment, and usefulness. Hell, there
wouldn't even be a modern Left Hand Path movement without him. Blanche Barton has once
again outdone herself with this exemplary work. A stunning masterpiece. Thoroughly
researched and a sheer joy to read. She is a gifted writer and then some.Respect to the current
High Priest Peter Gilmore. A true master of lesser black magic along with his beautiful wife
Peggy Gilmore. Despite all the whining and crying from the jealous hacks who just don't get it,
Gilmore has demonstrated more actual magical skill in real-time than they will ever be able to
fantasize about in their jealous incompetence. Whine on.Get this treasure of a book if you think
you can handle the truth.”

Dylan Clarke, “Great Insight Into The Past, Present and Future of The Church of Satan. First of
all, this is a massive book, but it's so well written that you'll fly through it, and fully enjoy doing
so.There's a lot of historical information about the Church of Satan, both the early days and
more recent times, complete with the sort of references and suggestions for further reading that
would take someone new to the subject years to track down. There's also plenty of discussion of
where the organization and its members are now and where it's going.It's no exaggeration to call
this the most important book about Satanism since The Satanic Scriptures.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A great addition to CoS canon. A hefty, beautiful tome that anyone,
Satanist or not, should read to help fully understand our religion and philosophy. HS! ”

Kings and queens, “Highly informative. Wonderfully written. For those with a sincere curiosity
into the Church of Satan and it's philosophy, I highly recommend this book. Please, do not seek
the information through second hand sources. No more doubting and wondering.”

Neal, “Excellent. I think this is a good book, very interesting and detailed. It's well written and
edited. The only reason I hesitated to buy was the almost $50 price. However I did pay up and
I'm happy with my purchase. If this is a subject that interests you I think you will get a lot out of
this extensive tome.”

Kim Rice, “A long-awaited update. I’ve been waiting for this update since I read the original “The
Church of Satan” in the early 2000s. Very detailed and expands on and clarifies several topics.”

Justin S., “Great book. Great book”



Michael Nero, “Well worth the read. A great perspective on the origins and views of the Church
of Satan, as well as its current and future plans. Barton's work is a pleasure to read, and she
tells a fascinating story peppered with perspectives and witticisms from CoS members. Don't
miss current High Priest Peter H. Gilmore's foreword.”

Youri, “Parfait. Excellent livre pour tout les fans de CoS et du Pape Noir, clair et détaillé, ce fut
une lecture très agréable et instructive”

The book by Blanche Barton has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 70 people have provided feedback.
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